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Isa, 32.1,2.

Jball Rule in Fudgment,
And 4 Man [ball-be as an hiding-place fiom the Wind,
and acovert from the Tempeft, as Rivers of Water in
. & dry place, and as the [badow of 4 great Rock in 4
weary Land. \

# this ? The an{wer is now, as then: It’s Cefars. God’s and

the King’s. That the Lord Chrift is here meant, none but 3

Jew will deny : But whether Chrift only, as St. Hierom,
and Procopins, and Funius conceive, or rather Chrift under the
Type of Hezekias, or fome other godly King, as Thomsas, and
Hugo, and Deodate, and Vatablus conjeure, I lift not now
to difpute. This all conclude on, that of Chrift all is meant
moft fully.  He, that Melchifedeck in the Epiftle to the Hebrews
(and Cwneus thinksthere was no other in Genefis) who is here
the P"tl‘s 250, the King that Reignetb in Rigbteonfnefi ; yea,
and (“as the word is) for the Righteonfne[s of bis People. His
Apoftles and Minifters, thofé Princes that are here faid to Rale
in_fudgmens. He, He only (faith the poor troubled toffed
thirlty weary foul) that is the fafe pelter from the Wind, and a
Covert from the Tempeft, cven as Rivers of Water in a dry place, and
the thadow of a great Rock in a weary Land.  And here — Fx-
vat ufgue morari, I thould (otherwife than Peter) know what I
faid, if Ihould fayit were good to be bere, to flay (asit were)
on this holy Mountain, and thence to take a view of Chrift’s
Glory under thefe Figures, though not in his Transfiguration. But
becaufe it’s moft likely that it’s here fpoken in Type of fome
King, foasfrom Chrifttobea pattern of all Kings ‘and Gover-
nours; our prefent occafion will rather require fo to confider it;
and {o we have in the Text thefe two particulars.

IF the queftion be, (asonce) Whofe Image and Superfcription

1. A



- m ISAo 32. 1,20 :

1. A-good Magiftrate’s good Government.  Ver. 1. 4 King
fhall Reign in Righteonfuefs, &c.

2. The good Blefling that comes to God’s People by it. Such
a Man fhall be as an biding place, &c. ‘ ,

In theformer, three Pairs we have in their feveral fubordina-
tion, 1. A King, as Supreme, and Princes under him. ‘2. The
one Reigns, the other Rules. 3. Hein Righteonfuefs, they in
Fudgmens.

In the latter is promifed and elegantly -exprefied a double
Bleffing to God’s Pcople thercby. ’

1. Safeft Prote@ion from le(s, yea from greater Evils. He
is not only a Shelter from the Wind, but alfoa Covert even from
the Tempeft,

- 2. Fulleft Refrefhments iu leffer, yea in greater greateft Lan-
guithings and Faintings, « Rivers<f Wasers in adry place, and
as the fhadow of agreat Rock in a weary Land. . ’

I begin with the firft; and thence in the three Pairs may it
pleafe you to note with me three particulars.

‘1. Thatit’s here promifed as a blefing, that there fthallbe a
Reign and Rule in the World,elfe what would become of it ? No
more a KiCUG”, but a x&@G~, if no Governour, qQrat leaft Go-
vernment. Time was when shere waswo King in Ifracl, Judg,
17. 6. & 19. 1. But when there was none to pus shem to fhame,but

man did that which was right in bisown eyes , would you

ow how crooked and fhamelefs it was they did then? Read but
over thofe Chapters, and you {hall fee what curfing and fiealing
and cozening, ¢hap. 17.and 18. yea what moft prodigious and
unnatural filthinefs, and murder upon it, came thereby, chap. 19.
And then comehome to my Text, and fay whether it may not
well be here promifed as a bleffing to have a Govermonr, efpecially
and if with him Govermment too. EHe better under a Nero, than
under a Nerva, fub illo nibil, fub boc emnia, under the ome no-
thing was lawful, and under the other any thing, and the laft
the worft : for they that have {o much liberty, that they may-do
any thing, will certainly be fo licentious as they will do nothing.
Away then firft with Anabaptiftical Anarchies, which behead
Common2wealths, and make them walk like fpirits without beads.

Away fecondly with fuch dangerous Tenents, that in com-
mands of things otherwife lawful the interpofing of a Magiftrates
Authority is the intercepting of a Chriftians liberty. Such leave
beads, but no brains in them as able and fit to dire@ the body.

" Mmm ‘ Away
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Away laftly with all rebellious murmurings againt Govern-
ment and your more [triét Judicatures as too frait a curb. Cor-
rupters of youth i the Uaiverfity ufc this Engine firft to bring
the Tutor with them into diftatte, 2nd fo they know the plaiftes
is poiloned, and therefore will do no good. lg’s t}mc foqt {wel-
ling that often makes it complain of the fhoes nipping ofit 3 and
#ts the headftrong horfe that ttamps and fomes and bitcs the bridle,
becauft it reins him in from running headlong. But how much
betcer for him to be backed by Authority ? Saber and thankful
fpirits Iam fure will acknowledge this a blffiug, that Reign arid
Rauleis promifed to be in the world. . -

2. Efpecially, which is afarther blefling, when Kings reign
and Princes rule. BlefJed art sbou O Land,wben thy Kiug is the fon
of Nibles, faid noble King Solomon, Ecclel. 16.17.  Such ftand-
ing high qn the. top of the Rock with-an Eagles cyecan {py far-
ther, than fuch Batss that fee no danger, ar want wings to fiy
fromit. - Such the Hebrews call &2 as ingenuons as great,
who can gracioufly condefcend to a gemeromws imgenwity, which
Pefants, though litted up an their fellow-bores thoulders; capnot
sifeupunto. Theone’s honour is ingaged, which, he will not
haveblemifhed,. whileft the . other that hath- no worth hath little
to lofe by unworthinefs. . Plutarch obferves that the Judges in
Areopagus were tn TGV apx6ilav, of the chief men of the City :
and when Valerian-was chofen Cenfor, the people’s vote was,Ir de
nobiu owmmibus judicet, qui.omnibus eft melior, which they the
are.as happy that have, as they mierable which are wichout.

Either in. fuch Democraties, in which the common crowd -
fhall bear the fway, and the confufed noife-of the ruder rout (hall

- be inftead of Imperial Edicls 5 Plebifcita inftead of Sematus-con-
Jultas and the bellua multoram capitum is bead withous brains,
whilt every one that is more cminent either for place or worth
muft be caft out by their goodly Oytracifmer.

- ‘Efpecially if in (uch Anarchies and Confufions;in which Princes
go- on faot, and Pages ride on Hof-back. Ecclel. 10. 7. When

Sce Speedin  Robert Kety a Norfolk Tanner; will piove 2 Goneral, and  Febn 4

Ew®.6. Leyden no lefs than a King of Munfter; and Goodman Krochsing

and Knipperdolling his worthy Counfcllours 5 when every forry
Mcchanick will be @ uéyas Tis, andnot a Sutor.under his bulk
but can more freely control Prince and State, and-cenfuré their
altions, and .tell how they fhould have done better, than any
cither dare or canat the Council-Table.  Yea, friend, but move

before

Oprimates,
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. before the wind, unlefs youwould fallinto quick-fands. Ari-
ftorle gives it for one rule of houfhold-ordering in his Oeconomicks,
_that every thing be fet and kept in its place, thatatany time you °
may readily go to it though at midnight. It will hold and thould
obtinere in Chriftian Politicks 5 In which evcry one knowing and
keeping hisown place would cither prevent a midnight, or at
leaft not be in fuch darknefs and confufion’s butto know what
to doinit, and thenacknowledge, that its a blcfling promifed, if
Kings reign and Princes rule. ) .
Butdid notthe Prophet forget himfelf think we, that he did
not add by the Pope’s licenfe ? No. That isa point of new Learn-
ing, which this Seer (it maybe ) forefaw not : and which our
Anceftors here in England - (as well aswe ). believed not. Ong
of your late deceafed Worthies ( Honourable Lords ) hath fully
reported it 3 and although F. Parfous hath laboured after his rail-
ing manner to difprove it, yet the an{wer was well returned to Sir Edwaid
him, tha¢ his was a Writ of Nibil dicit, for this was but a Cratch (‘)*‘.”g 5‘*: part
to hold up the Pope's Supresiacy, which as it was firft helped up g, bt
by Pbocas a Traysor to his Lord, fo it hath delighted to be main- prefat.
tained by Treafon ever fince, But leave we them together by the
" ears among(t themfelves about his direct or indire@ Power in this
kind 5 Bellarmin and other Jefuits holding the latter, and Carerius Tir. Libri ad-
_ calling them no better than Hereticks and impious Politicians for ver/us impios
it, whileft he ftands for the former. Inthe mean while (with t: g ‘-"”“
the Pop.’s leave)we (hall blefs God, that Kings reignand Princes H,,,,,{:, '
rule withoutite - '
3. Above all, as it is here added as the top of all, if in Righ.
teonfnefs and Fudgment : of which two,Rigbseonfnefs is that Point
or Port, which fuch Pilots are bound for, and Fwdgment is that
which ftears to it in a right courfe. For Righteowfnefs in the He-
brew Text is Fuftice : and Fudgment in Scripture phrafe amongg
other things implyeth Wifdom, Plal. 119. 66. 1King.3.28. an
Moderation, Jer. 10.24.Yea (0, when Jufticeis {o maintained,that
neither for want of Strength and Wifdom the Bow is teo flack on
the one fide, nor for want of Moderation over-bent on the other,
is a King’s Honour, his Princes and Fudges Duty, and the Peoples
Hoappiuefs that live under them. )
1. Firft then for the Ground-work of all, and the Magiftrates
-Mafter-peece, it’s Jultice. I Kingsreignin Fagtice, and Princes
rale in Fudgment: Tn Fuflice, in Fudgment. Nay that’s not
enough to exprels all that’s here faid, its mawns P‘xﬁ for Fu-
_ ' Mmm 2 : fice,

’
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- fice, and for Fudgment, as though to reiguand rule were only

for to do Fuftice. ~Thus Prov. 8. 16. Kings reigning and Princes
decreeing of Fuftice are put as terms equivalent s fothat fiat jufi-
gia is the fundamental Maxime of State: and they on whom
others wait muft themfelves attend on Juftice P PAY P13,
Dent. 16.20. Fuftice, Fuftice fhalt thox follow or purfue. What!
Juftice, Juftice! nothing but Juftice ? yes,Piety and Mexcy, Peace
and Bounty too,and yet Fuftice Fuftice elpeciallysbecaufe Jufliceis
a general Vertue, as Aroftotle hath obferved. - .

"Ev ¥ Smatostvy cuNAC WY TES &peTh 'Sl

In one branch or other of it 25 commmnicative, ox diftribusive, it
will reach and command and regulateall : and {o it’s Piety’s bul-
wark, Mercy's guide, Bownties ftore-houfe, and the very fimews of
Peace; without ftirrage of which Peace it {elf would corrupt, as
fill waters without moving, and the Blowd in the Veins without
the Spirits in the Arteries moving under them: yea wighout which

" Peace would be no Peace 5 forit, (if St. Auftin rightly definesit)

is Ordinata bominums concordia, an orderly Concord s but when no
%uﬁicc, there will be no Concord, orat leaft not an orderly one,
ut fuch a Peace inftead of Concord would beget War, and io--
ftead of Order at laft would end in Confufins, according asit was
faid of them of old, Pacem.vocant, & folitudinem facixnt. And

. .therefore Jufticéfor Peace let every Fuftice of Peace maintainand

" éxecute. :

Juftice fay you ! but what then faith Juftice ? Swam cwiques
let every one have his own. Thatin general 5 in particular boxis
benz, malis male. Let them that do well have well, and let bad
mens doom anfwer their crime, Kau>s wanas, Matth, 21.41.
Let them be Conjmgates, and drink as they brew.  Evil will, evil

* bave. It’s the brief abltract of God’s judicial procecdings, Ifsi.

3 10, 11. and therefore thould be the Platform of his Deputies.
Bonir bene.  Let the vertuous be encouraged,at leaft the innocent
acquitted 5 for it was but Pilst’s vaunt to Chrift, Knoweft thos
not shat 1 bave power ta crucifie thee ? John 9. 10. But what Pilate!
power to crucifie him,whom thine own mouth before verf. 6. had
prounced innocent s dum potentiam tuam effers, jufitie lande te-
ipfum privas, as Brugenfisupon the place, that men may know
that thou art a great man, thou careft not to tell them,that thou
fticke(t not at it to prove an unjut Fudge: and much I wis to
thy commendation : He thas condemneth the juft is an sbomination
10 the Lord: fox bonit bené: and becaule malis male, he is no better

that
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that juftifiesh the wicked, Prov.17: 15. In God’s Name and fear
- let men at -leaft have Fuftice : and to this end let it be difpenfed
without , 1. Paflion. 2. Corruption. 3. Acceping of peifons.
4. Protrallingof time. - . :

1. Paffion. Elfe Pilate, whillt he falfly thinks that Chrift
flights him,_ will be ready to take a fnuff, and the Sword toge-
ther, and in a blind rage firike him, whom he fhould have with
his deareft Blood defended.  But Judges do Sedere pro Tribunali. Judg. s. 10.
That fite of firting on the Judgment-feat puts them in mind of Ifa.28.6.
that fedatenefs of mind and Paflion which thould be in them,not- D 7-26.
withftandingall Perfons or Caufes that come to the Bar. Elfe
Anger will bloodfhot the Eye, thatit cannot difcern the Caufe,
andg Fear will puta trembling Palfie into the Hand, that it either
cannot hold the Sword,. or at leaft not ftrike an even ftroke with
it. To prevent this in Areopagws their Judicatures were in the
night, that they might not be moved with the Malefa&ors (ad
looksand tea¥s ; and their Advocates were commanded to open
the Cafe in plain fimple words, without the fucws of either Ge-
flure or Speech, that it might not be Adys mxbilinds toblind
or miflead them with Paffion.

2. Without cerrsption of Gifis, ot Bribes. For elle as Paf~
fion would bloodfhot the Eye, fo a Bribe will be a Pearlin it 3 both
hinder from feeing clearly, even the cleareft Eye, (it blindeth
the Wife, Exod. 23. 8.) and is too unworthy for an honeft
heart : For me-thinks Philo Fudexs his diftinGion here comes
home in his Book de Fudice.” 10s cither tw’ &3xois : A Gift is
either to carry out a bad Caufe, and that he juftly calls axuwd-
we gy, altogether wicked and moft abominable; or to help out
a good Caufe (which too often ftands in too much need of help)
and that fome-what too gently he faith is; i@ wwuoric Tov
arovmgevoubiey, it’s balf Unrighteonfnefs.  He is dmaicdunos a
Mungrel, betwixt juft arid unjult 5 nay, it’s down-right Inju-
ftice s and ke is abfolutely unjuff, that makes an honeft Man pay
for that which is bifown 5 and Gifts muft be the Key, to open
that door,which Godand Right would have ftand open, as your
free Courts, for every honeft Man to come into freely.

3. Without Partiality and Accepting of Perfons , which the
Word forbids, Prov. 28.21. the gudge’s feat on the Bench de-
nieth, as ufually fitting in the midft, to teach him to carry Mat-
ters with a@ indiffcrent hands and ancient Hieroglypbicks,

condemn, whilft they paint Juflice withont bands to receive
Bribess
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- Bribes , and Eyes to look upon, and accept Perfomss as though

an Ear and a Tongue were fufficients the one indifferently to bear
the Caufe, and the other impartially to pronounce Sentence,
Firft, Whether upon'Friends or Foes: For they are conditi-
ons, which come not into Juftice’s cognifance. Thy Foe, though
without thee, may be in the right 5 and therefore, if by Chrif’s
Right he cannot have thy Love, ‘yet by bis' own he may exact
Juftice. And then, in publick Caufes, private refpects are not -
to be regarded : And in Juftice’s quarrel, Friends not to be be-
friended. Chilo in Gellius, when upon his Death-bed (Good
Man, if you believe him) he cou!d find nothing to repent of : At
laft, he ftumbled on this, that in in a Friends trial, though he
would have Juftice done, yet himfelf being Judg would not be
feen- in it; which fome-what troubled him, and not undefer-
vedly s for Juftice hould be executed withous refped of Friend
or Foe. . -
~ Secondly, Or Rich or Poor. - Pity of the Poor in a bad
Caufe may fcem to have a fhew of Piety : But it’s not more un-
ufual than unlawful, and therefore exprefly forbidden, Exod.
23.3. A thing which Philo Fudews makes almoft a wosder of,
that Mofes, who had otherwife and elfe-where filled his Books
with provifion for the Poor, fhould there deny them Pity : But

" he well fatisficth himfelf from the confideration of the nature

of Pity, thatit’s ¢z’ d7vxsuean, hath an Eye that looks with
Compaffion upon Mifery, but winks not at Iniguity. And indeed,
it’snot juft Pity, when Pity of fuchis Cruelty againft Juftice.
In this cafe-Fob faith, he was Eyes to the blind, and Feet 20 tbe
lame, Chap.29.15. but not a Staff too, to beat their Neigh-
bour with. In this kind your Laws muft not be like Seatuse-
Nets, fo wide as to let little Fifbes get out : But more care is to
be had, that they be not like Cobwebs, which great Flies will
break throxgh. Forwe do not {o ufually lean ypon the left ELl-
bow towards weaker Perfons and Clientss and therefore hercin
there needs lefs caution : A greater care is to be taken, that we
lean not too much toward the fironger hand.  Fupiter in Plato is

‘brought in complaining of Judicatures in the World, that Men

were now judged with their clothes on: But he would -havea
time, he (aid, when he would have all judged naked. Sucha
time will our Jehovah have (Beloved) to judg us all in one day
naked. A fit pattern for hig Vice-gerents now, as much as
they may, not to confider matters invefted with the Perfons

) Clothes,
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Clothes, that a gay Coat may carry the Caufe, but that the
naked Truth may appear, thcugh it be on the bhalf-Aaked Begzar's
- fide : and thercfore to this purpofe it is, that God in Scripture
takes {pecial care .of four forts of weak ones to be upheld in a
right Caufe, whigh of all were mott likcly to be born down
and troden under foot, the Poor, Strangers, Widows, and

Orphans. .

1. The Poor, which often have but poor Help.  1¢’s ufually
but a celd Swit that's in Forma Pawperiss angd yct God takes or-
der that his Caxfe [ball nat be perverted, Exod. 23.6. nay, nor
neglected neither, though he be but |1IR only an Asker or
Defirer, as his Hebrew name fignifieth 5 yet if he do but ask for
Juftice, though he have nothing to give for it, it’s bis owsn, and

- therefore we had beft let him bave it. S
2. The Stranger.  Alas, he is far from Home, and it may be
farther from Friends, and yet God would not have him further
“for itérom having Juftice. Judg righteonfly between every <Man

" and bis Brother, and the Ssranger alfo that is with bim, Deut. 1.16,

Even the Stranger, though he cannot have an Inberitance, a place

in thy Kingdom, yct let him have room to come to thy Bur to call
for, and fo have Fuftice. A '
~ Thirdly, The poor I#idom. She, it may be, is in fome-what
a worfe cafe. Her name ia Hebrew, is MINON, which beto-
kens Dumbnefs. Her Husband, who did once befpeak her, is
now waating to {peak for her 3 and fhe cannot fpeak for her {elf,
at leaft cannot call (lowdne(s not becoming that Sex's medefty)
yea, but when the hath not a Tongue to fpeak, God commands
his Deputies to havean Ear to hear the poor Widows fighing
for Juftices. whillt he pronounccth a Curfe, which all the Peo-
ple thould (ay Amen to, agsinft him that perverteth the Stranger’s,
and Fasherlefs, and Wid.w's Judgment, Deut.27. 19.
Fourthly, Aud it’s .well that the poor Fatberlefs Orphan,
which every one forzets, ('you hcar) is not there forgotcen of

God, nor would he have him of his Deputy : Thom fhalt ot per-.

vert the Fudgmens of the Fatherlcfs, Deut. 24.17.  The Hebrew
word O, as fome derive 1t, fignificth fuch an one as is
quite undone, and all whofc Friends are quite confumed : And

{othe Lxx. in a manner always tranflace it by épads, an Or-

phai. Now Orpbanus and Pupillus the Civilians ufe.thus to *

diftinguith, that Pupillus is onc that hath loft his Parents, but

yct hath a Tutor or Guardian left him : But Orpbamus is one
‘ that’s

-
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that’s deprived of all; that hath neither Father, nor Mother,
nor Guardian, nor any to fland for him; yet even fuch a defo-
late Orpban God would have the higheft Judg to fit for, o that
he that is deprived of all, fhould not withal be deprived of F«-
flice.  And thus every way God would have itadminiftred with-
out Partiality, or Accepting of Perfons.

4. Aund laftly, Without Delays and Protra&ing of Caufes.
For it muft not only be an Exccuting, but alfo a Speeding of Ju-
ftice: For if putting off a poor Man but a day, the Scripture
notes as a defrauding him of bis own, Prov.3.27,28. though
only in a matter of Bounty: What then is it in a point of Juftice,
which he may more juitly challenge as his due? And it may be,
of fuch importance, as that one Affizes, or Terms, or Days
put-off ‘may put him quite befide his Right 5 or atleaft his Sur-
gions long and lingring Blood.letting, long Suits, may as cer-
tainly end him, as his Adverfarics more fudden and violent
Thruft, Preftat femel cadere quam femsper pendere. Many a
Man’s fad experience (and it may be, on both fides) tells him
it’s too true here; it had been better for both of them at firft
to have been caft in the Caufe, than to have hung fo long in the
Suit. But Chrift our Judg and King, gives a ietter Prefident,
of whom i’s faid, I/.16.5. PI® VNDY VOWD YN Fudg-

‘ing, and [eeking Fudgment; avd bafting Rigbseonfnefs, without

delay. But yet not with more hafte than good fpeed; for he
fecks Fudgment. And fo I am led from the furft and chief White
that’s to be fhot at, and that’s Fuftice to the right Levelling at
it, and that is in g‘udgmcm, which among other things contains,

1. Wifdom and Prudence in a through ability and care of a
wife confidering and difcerning of Perfons and Caufes; as it
was in Selomon in the cafe of the two Harlots,- when by his
ayrbvoix and SwsTws, his quick and fharp difcerning'in that
caufe (by the Sword he called for) he did fo dextroufly cut afun-
der that knot, which otherwife could not be well amtied : It’s
faid that all Ifrael feared the King, becanfe they faw the Wifdom of
God was in bim todo Fudgment, 1 Kings 3.28. And therefore
indeed a Zxdg thould have judgment, that {o a crafty Knave’s
packing of Bufinefles may not fhuffic a plain honeft Man out
of his Right: But that he may fee he is Sub ocwlo Catomis, and
that Juftice’s Eye neither mwinketh nor is blind : For although in-
deed (as was faid) it was wont to be Pi&ured withoxt Eyes,

it was orly to exprefs, that it was blind only for eccepting
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of Perfms : But yet Eagle-eyed, both for care and ability of dif~
cerning of both Perfons and Canféss  So Prov.7.6,7. wife So-
Jomon ftands watching in his Cafement, to fec a Fool and a Har-
lot meet (for Wickednefs will be fure to walk bare-faced in the
firect, if the Magiltrate’s Cafmens be fhut) and its Signanter di-
&um by Nebemiab, Nch. 13. 15. Inthofe days 1 faw them thas

ﬁofmd the Sabbath. It was ill that they did it, but well that .

Jaw it, to take order about it. Danm 8 5. It’s fpoken of a
bad Man, but yet as containing an gmblem of a very good Go-
vernour, that the Goat had an Horn betwixt bis eyes, His Hom
is his frength, but it’s between his eyes to fee that he puth
down not Men, but Diforders. In a word, as Ariftorle told
us, that Fuftice is an wmiverfal Virtmwe 5 fo we learn from the
fame Mafler, that Prudemce is the general guide, as &v ged-
vigaes 6@ fowie: And therefore pity that they fhould not go hand
in hand together, or the one follow the other, and thatin Solo-
mons order ; who was the beft Herauld, and exaély knew how
to rank them, to recive the inflrutlion fixlt of Wifdom, and then
of Fuftice and Righteoufhefs, Prov. 1.3. Then Fufticeisa good

udg, when Wifdom as the Sheriff, goes before him to the

ench. I’s the Wild-fow! that fteers its courfe with its train,

Here next after a good God, and a good Heart, a good Head- -

picce, muft be dire@ion. ol twl wIAws Svasav ww pe-
R peder.  So the Lxx tranflate the the 21 Verfe of the fame Chape
ser,Wifdom fits at the great Man’s door.  Now happy he, if fuclra
Porter were never from his Gate, to welcome thofe that come

to him for Juftice, that he ever did execute it with Fudgment 5 -

that is, firt with Wifdom, that Faflice might niot be blind.

2. With an ¢wiéikax and modération that it do not look
through Prifons and Caufes with too keen and fharp an eye, or
elfe we know what fummums jus may {oon prove : for Fudgmens in

- Scripture-phrafe fignifieth not only fevenity of mrath, but alfo a
mwoderation of it, accerding to-that, O Lord corret me not in anger,
bat with judgment, Jer. 10,24. Such a Judgeis God, although
abfolute Lord over us, yet his judgment is ever with-moderation.
He rewards sltra meritum, and punitheth citra delictum. Chrift’s
Scepter is a right Scepter indeed, Pfal. 45.6. not a Leaden one to
bow to every one’s humour, and yet not an Iros one, unlefs it
be to break flinty heasts, Pfil. 2.9. No, but like dbifuerns’s,
a Golden one, heavy, but healings and like himf(elf would he
have his Deputies, #pright in a golden mediocrity, butif any way

( for the gencral carriage of matters ) propending rather o the
Nnn more
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morc benign extreme.Even in Areapagus,which Thave often {poken

of, and accounted moft {evere, yet when voices to quit and to con-

dumn were equal, theaccufed perfon ever went away abf{olved,

as indced in doubtful cafes its better tolet a concealed fault go

: away unpunithed, than to fuffer over-veiled innocency to be
Apud Egyptios wronged : and in plain cafes its the goodne(s of gracious Primces
S““’""*?"; to carry the Sword in the left hand, and the Scepterin the righs,
vora gt kege s moreready to prote¢t the good thanto fmite the bad, and
facicbat, sibud them not with a right-hand-blow, but with a fparing ftroke:
Jebciar de Rege and therefore are called Nwrfing-fathers of God’s people,Ifz.49.23.
¥ “"1'.‘ are ‘;‘(m Cornclius a Lapide expounds the place of the Spawiards fuckling
ﬁ:f,:,;,{:;’,:, the Indies, Crucl Nurfes, whenit was with their own bloud,
lewsoresinflige- enough to keep them from ever taking the breft of the Church
repenas,maje- But gracious Princes, I fay, are Nurfing-fatbers indeed, that fuckle
res vers TP their people with their own milk 3 and though fometimes they

";:‘,f;:;i;:: mult take the rod in hand, yet they give fewerand lighter firokes,
Tioramaxs  than the fault deferveth : Forty ftripes mayeft thou give bim, and

bentficsorum  yop exceed, that shy Brother may not feem vile mnto thee, was God’s
dor. "gg‘mll)w' command to Judges in thofe dayes, Dewt.25.3. The command
Lt.x. - foftri&ly obferved by the Fews ( who were otherwife crabbed
enough ) that they alwayes bated one of the forty. Of the Fews

five times received I forty fivipes [ave one faith Paxl, 2 Cor. 11. 24

wken they made no Confcience(as too many now adays do not)

of abufing a Minifter of the Gofpel, yct they would bear fhew

of a confciencious care of the Law, and when fo cruel as five

times to fcourge an innocent, yet they will be fo merciful, as

every time to bate him one of theaccount : but as the command

was {uperftitioufly obferved by them, o the argument that back’s

it is to be weighed by all the Judges of God’s people, that thy bro-

shei may not [eems vile to shees as poor or bad as he is, yet he s thy

brother : and therefore as Pliny to his friend that was too rigid in

C. Plio. S.  his Sons corre@ion,memineris & te bominem e[l & bominis patrem:
f”:’; lib.g.  thou art but -a man that Rrikeft, and heis aman thatis firickes,
#%-1% and therefore a common nature requireth a common cquity and
humanity, efpecially feeing he is one that fhall with thee ftand at

the fame laft Judgment-feat, where all judgmentshere fhall be

judged over again : and then take heed that juft fentence be not

then objected, whichis already pronounced, Fames2.13. He

Jpall bave judgment without mercy that batb focwed wo mercy. 1

deny not but times aud cafes may be {o otherwifc irrecoverably

corrupt, that the Magiftrates fword muft have ot neceflicy a

tharp
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fharp edge on it, to cut off rotten members, that will endanger ’
the whole body. An Iron Age may call for an Iron Rod, and mals
nodo malus cuneus, a hard knot and ashard a wedge muft meet
fometime and in fome particular cafe.

But in general courfe of proceeding (‘Honourable and Reve-

rend ) I hope God will be your guide. It was his infinite Wif~
dom in redeeming us gnilty Malefattors to find out a way where-
* in ftriteft Fuftice and tendere® Mercy might meet and kifs, Plal.
8s.10. Atyour beft you will fall fhort of your Copy, but I
perfwade my felt that you will do your beft to write after it, that
fo inhis Sacred Majefty’s Reignand by your Judicatures this
Text may more and more be fultilled, a King fhall reign in Righte-
osfuefs, and bis Princes fhall rulein Fudgment.

And therefore for Application, what a mercy in this kindwe TP 1.
enjoy were not wAuouovy and twimAnouovy too near a Kin, Thankfulnefs.
Epbraim and Manaffes Brethren, ( thatis, plenty begetting for-
getfulnefs ) we fhouldall (as we have caufe ) aclnowledge
with thankfulnefs. I confefs although the Sun goes on in a
fteady even courfe, yet the refemblance of it in the waters feemeth
. as_ muchto waveras theydo. Mulsitudes in Scripture-phrafe
- are Waters, Rev. 17. 15. and yours and other Governours a&ti~
ons and judicatures, though fteady and even,may appear crooked,
asa ftreight ftaffin the waters, whilft refra@ed and perverte”.in
their tumultuous apprehenfions : but its your comfort that bené
facere & male audire Regium eft, to do well and hear ill is no le(s R
than a Royalty. And mean while for my part as long as I confi-
der, how in other Countrics,and now Aceldama’s ficlds of bloud,
there is it may be no Magiftrate, but an Enemy, and no Law, but
Martisl, and withal caft mine eye homeward, and fee Juitice in
our Kingdom ridecircuit, and Judges in this refpe@t prove fees
t0 the lame in coming as it were to their doors, who it may be -
could not go out inlong journeys to feck for Juttice, let cver,

‘what’s here God’s promifc,be matter of my praile s that as Chrifk
our King doth reign in Righteoufnefs, fo Princes and Fudyges as his
Deputies do rule in Fudgment.

And in this ( Honourable Loxrds) for the continuance of all  Tf. 2.
our happinefs, without flattery let me according to the old verle E hortaiion.
commend youin commending to you that, which you are com- &‘.’””;2 #
mended and honoured for, Juftice guided by Wifdom and {weet- Juacias, .
ned by Mercy ive Somep awd whyWs yAUKEIRS QFLETAI YXMA Phil, Judeus
wénuo Tis Ngdav tuvouiay as-he fpeaks, that trom you as sésprom.

' Nnn 2 . from
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from main Streams under our higheft Well-head fuch fwreet
ftreams of Jultice and Equity may flow,as may be for the refrefh-
ing of all that thirft afcer Righteoufuefs. . .

Many things I might commend it to you for, and urge it with.

1. A juft God, for whom you judge, and by whom your felves
muft be judged one day.

2. A gracious Prince, whofe perfon here you reprefents fo
that what violence is now done to you, his Laws make as Treafow
againft himfcf. Thofe Laws that honouryou, I know will be
honoured by you, nor will you profane his chair, who in fome
refpe@ hath made you facred.

3. The worth of Fuftice and yourown benefit by it, a Grace
that makesyou like God, and a Vertue, asuniverfal in i¢ felf,

" fo hath this peculiar to it, that whereas fome other Vertues are
diftafted by many,this hath univerfal approbation from all,though
moft unjuft themfelves. Every man will Rifs bis lips that gives

Jobas 14 & right afwer, Prov. 24. 26. The Scripture makesit your Dis-
2. 115« o, Robe, Girdle s and fo tells you that it is comely, fafe, ho-
nourable. Your bufineffes and diftra&tions cannot but be many,
and it may be often tumultuous y but as Ariflorle made Pleafure
Vertues,page, fo the Confcience of your fteering point-blank on
Juftice through the moft troublefome Seas and Tempefts will be
asthe pleafant ayreof a fweet Inftrument, that founds well even
after it hath been well handled.  This for your comfort 3 and for
your fafety, it’s wrapt up in the publick weal, as particulars
are in generals : and therefore fometimes it is the fafeft way co lay
up our treafure in the common Town-houfe, nor to think that
ours will ftand. whilft our Injuftice ruines others, unlefs a man
could in wif ‘om hope,that his houfe would be fafe,when he hath
fet on fire all his neighbours about him. Thus felf love may
plcad for another’s right, but yours are more generous and pub-
lick Spirics. - Nordid Paeatus miftake,when in his Panegyrick of
Theodsfims he expreficth his thoughts thus : Nwllam ms sjorem cre-
. diderim ([fe  Principum felicisatem, quam feciffe felicems. Princes
and great mens happincfs isto make others happy 5 and thisis
done by a wife and moderate executing of Juttice,” which leads
me dire@ly to thefecond part of the Text in the fecond Verfe,
which, had I'time to handle, I fhould from thofe comparifons

and cxpreffions thew you. ‘
© 1. What an univerfal bleffing a juft Judee and a right Juftice
of Peacc is to a Common-wealth and State, kowds tvepyiTus as
he calls him, a common Benefa@or. Such are Abimelech’s Patres

Patriey
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Patrie, fuch carcful Fathers and Pattiots as every way provide for
the peoples fafety and welfare. [fthey ftand in afore blaft chey
are MM RIND, ¢ tellum adverfis vensum, as a Roof to cover
them ; if in a (torm at Sca, orin danger of an inundation, they
are T D wt portus adverfus sempeftatem, an Hiven to har-
bour thems if tainting with inward thirflt, 20 7DD #t rives
adverfus fisim, as full Rivers of waters fully to cool them, or with
outward drought, %D bxo ut umbra adver[us eftum, as the fha-
dow of a great rock in a weary land to refreth them. The
greater the perfon the greater the fhade. If a-Supreme Mo-
narch, as our Gracious Kings he a great rock, under whofc fhade
weall fit down in Peace : -but every Judge and Juftice, efpecially
if chief, yea under-officers, Pleaders, Clerks, Jurors, ¢e. accor -
ding to their feveral places, may be greater or lefs hills, whofe
fhelter and fhade the innocent lamb may ly in.  For although I
have fpoken all this while to Magiftrates and Judges, yet it was
ot tofpare or neglet inferiour Officers, but onely inhope that
the great wheels going right would make all the lefs move accord-
ingly. For you inferiour Officers and Country-men muft not
be like the lefler and inferiour Orbs, which, though carried about
with the motion of the Priwsum mobile, yet have a flic contrary
motion of theirown. No, you are but as bands and feet, which

muft workand go according as the head dire&s : you cannot be

exempted from this charge of Rigteoufnefs and Juftice in your
pleadings, writings, verdiéls, oaths, tettimonies, if your bet-
ters cannot plead immunity, but even Kings muft reign in righ-
seonfuefs and Princes rule in judgment, and fo prove a general
univerfal good, which may help-at every hand. Which is the
firft ching obfervable from thefe comparifons,

2. Thefecond exprefleth what protection they are, in lefles
and greater dangers,to whole States and Kingdoms never o over-
flowen with mifery and mifchicf, as longas a fiream of Juftice
runs in a ftrong and clear current : as Fens and low grounds not
drowned, iftheir out- falls keep right and open 5 in particular to
bad ones, in ftopping up and cutting off their wickednels, which
would elfc drown them ; to good ones,in defending them againft

their unjuft oprreflions, who elfe would over-run them.  Thus .

- an biding place from the windyyca coverss from moft violent tempefts
may you be, Firft in regard of {afeft protection, efpecially to many
a poos msn pow blaftcd with the wind of a great mans breath;
and quite born down the fiream by him, who hath wind and t;‘_de

or
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for himsand {ccondly in regatd of that full refrefoment, which you
may be to them that thirlt after Jultice, and are quite wearied out
with long fuites, you will indecd prove as rivers of waters in a

_dryplace, and the fbade of agreat rock in a weary land. Thus

from the Text you may obferve, fuch a Judge isan univerfal blef-
fing to others 5 and that oftentimes though with inconveniency
to himfelf, the Vine lofetb of his fweesnc(s, and the Olive of bis fas-
nefs, thatisfor their ownadvantage, it being fpent on others,
when they come torule : this they lofe, and what get they ?
what the Buckler getss ftrokes it felf, to keep the body fafe.
Agreeable to the comparifon in the Text, the Roof of the houfe
ftands_in the Blaft, to keep him fafe that fits under it.  The bank
endures the Waves fierce beating, to keep the Land from drown-
ing:the River fpends of its watcr to quench the thirfty Traveller’s
thirft, and the rock intercepts the “Suns heat, thathe may fit in
the fbadow of it.  Thys 1s it with a good Magiltrate omninms fom-
nos illius vigilia defendit, he wakes that we may fleep, his Head is
filled with cares that ours may be quiet, and his Heart fometimes
wjth fears that ours may be more contident.  Nebemsiab’s,a good
Governour, example in thiskind is remarkable, Cbap. 6. 14,15.
and juftificth 4% —— a good- Common-wealths-man’s an-
fwer to him that found fault with him for negle@ing his own
occafions, tuol O% ufAer Ths wale ld\Gr,. But I ( faid he) take
care of my Country.

Thus (Honorable Lords) you have feen not fo much your
Duty, as your Honour and Happinefs, your being juft in making
us happy.  And therefore, for clofe, what was faidof Eliakim,
Ifa. 22, 20, 21, 22, &c. let me apply to you, and conclude;
You are our Eliskims, as he under their Hezekiab, fo you un-
der ours, whom God and our King have Clothed with the Robe,
and frengthened with the Girdle, have committed the Judicature
to your hand, and appointed for Fatbers to the Inbabitants of Fe-
rufalem,and the Houfe of Fudab, ver. 21, The Lord Rill fuften you
@ a Nail in a fure place, (as ver. 23.) that,as it there followeth,we
may f(ill and fill, ever fafely hang upon you, not only all the
glory of your Fathers Houfes, but al{o our Off-fpring and Iffue,

-all Veflels of [mall quantiy, from the Viffels of Cups even to all

the Veffels of Flagons that the poor Man may come and hang
his little Cup upon you in his petty matters, and the great Man
may come and kang bis Flagon, his greater Caufe 5 whether leffer
or greater Matters, yet all may bang fafely on you, whilft fatened

a
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as- Nailsin a [wre place s fettled in Your places, but more fettled
inacourle of Jultice, judging and ruling in Rigbteoufinefs, and
Wifdom, and Moderation, and o prove a Hiding-place from the

Wind, and Covert from the Tempeft, &c.wmeant of Chrift fully, -

asIfaidat firlt. And therefore what I fay now at laft, is with
all humility,as becomes my place,and yet with all aflurance of your
Faithfulnefs in regard of yours, to defire and hope that what
you would now, and at the laft day ‘have Chrilt to be to you,
you will ftill pleafe to continue to be to God’s and the King’s
People. The Wind may blow, and Flouds may come and beat
againft your Houfes, and greateft Princes ftrongeft and higheft
Palaces, and therefore you and they may then efpecially ftand in
great need of a Covert, and Hiding-place in Chrift. Inward and
Spiritual thirft and drought may betide thofe, that water others
with clear ftreams of Jultice. Sure, at the lalt day, when the
whole World will be on fire, then thofe Kaigdt avagifess,
cooling days, or days of refrefbment, A&s 3. 19. A River, a
Shade, then would be welcome. Chrift both now is, and then,
and ever will be, all this to his; and therefore (Ifaid) what
you would defire him to be to you then, I promife my felf you
will continue to be to his Pcople. The Lord grant in Chrift,
for his Mercies fake, that ftill long and long our gracions King
may reign in Righteoufue(s, and his Princes, and Counfellors, and
Judges, may rule in Fudgment 5 that He above them, and they
under Him, may be asan Hidiug-place from the Wind, and a Co-
vert from the florm, as Rivers of water in a dry place, and as the
foadow of a great Rock_in a weary Land. Even fo Amen, Lord

Fefus onr everlafting Melchifeédech,

SER-
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other Cour-
tiers,

SERMON XXVII

Isa, 32 1,2.

Beholdy a King fball Reigm in Righteoufnefs, and Princes
fball Rule in Fudgment. :

And a Man [ball be as an hiding-place from the Wind,
and & covert from the Tempeft, as Rivers of Water in
& dry place, and as the [badow of 4 great Rock in &

weary Land.

Nd {o we difpatched the Text as a Plat-form of othes

Kings and Princesin Hexekiab’s Type; butbehold a

greater than Hexekiab, yea, than Solomon is here, the

Lord Fefus Chrit, our Melchifedek , the King of owr

vighteonfnefs and peaces and (o in this fecond brief view of the
words, as principally meant of him, we have,

* Finft, Chrlfts righteous Reign and Government, ver. 1. He,
that King, who Reigns in Righteonfnefs, and his Apoftles and
Minifters, thofe Princes that rule in Fudgment. Of which point,
becaufe I have dilated on Pfal. 45. 6. on thofe words, the Scep-
ser of thy Kingdom is a right Scepter 5 therefore I here now whol-

ly forbear, and only take a thort view of the fecond part, name-

ly of the blefled and peaceable fruits of his Government, ver. 2.
That God-Man (whatever Hegekiab, or beft Kingis, yet He)
above all, is an Hiding-place from the wind, and a Covers from
the fform, Rivers of waters, &c. From which we may obferve
briefly,

I YWhat Chrift is to us, and therein fee his Al-/ufficiency.

11. What that colt him, from whence we may more fully

* defcey his Love.

1. Hzis nolefs than mlvix &, &v 7%ar, Col. 3. 11. All, and

to all, and fo an All-fufficicnt both protection to his People, in
" the two firlt comparifons, A biding-place from the Wird, and a

Covert from the ftorm.  And refrefhment in the two latter, Rivers

of

N
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of waters in a dry place, and the fhadow- of a great Rock in a
weary Land. -
But that we may as it were more diftinctly {pell this blefled
Truth, takeit afunder into thefe four, 1. That he is able and

ready to help, when greateft Evils fall on us. 2. Nay, when

allmeet inus. 3. And yet then be a full help. 4. Moft pro-
per for our Malady, and moft feafonable for Time and Occa-
tion. Which all put together make up this full word of Com-
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fort: That when greateft. Evilsbefal us, and all evils do round ..

about befet us, yet then Chrift protes and refretheth moft fully
and feafonably. .

1. When greatet Evils befalus: For our blefled Eliskim, is
fuch a Nuil fo fsftencd in a fure place, that we may notonly hang
on bim Cxups, bus Flagoms, Ifa. 22. 23,24. not only our leffer
fins and miferies 3 but if we have but an hand of working
Faish, to hang the greateft and heavieft in both kinds our Bare
dens, Pfal, 5. 22. our burdens, though fo heavy, as other.
_ wife would fink our Bodies into the Grave, and our Souls into
Hell 5 yet of him it’s faid, that not only Morbos noftros pertulis,
that he hath born owr lefler Griefs, butalfo Dolores noftros bajula-
vit, t::‘:an, he hath ¢arried the heavieft Burden of our Sorrows,
as the word fignifieth. Nor doth this firft particular weigh
down the weight of the words in the Text. Y9 here holdeth
out the moft binflering Wind, from which yet he bides us; and
=" the moft violent Storm and Stream, from which yet he

cvvers ws.  The dry place argueth extremity of Thirft, which -

hath with i¢ acuteft Pain: Which yet thefe Rivers quench and
cafe. And this weary Land implicth the more weary {weltred
Traveller, which yet this Rock fhades and cooleth. Oh far
cver therefore on his Thigh let that Name of bis be wristen, Lord

of Lords, and King of Kings, Rev. 19.16. The greateft Lord -

- and King, who cures the Gricf of our gricfs, and Sorrow of
forrows, cven our greateft Sins and Miferics, who eafeth us when

the heavieft fall on us. . Y
2. Nay, whenall rouud about befet and encompafls us, oTav

TEAQGOMOIS WL LmeonTe TOXINOIS 5 all joy when we fall round
aboxt into diversy into sll Temptations, James 1. 2. when Rains
fally and Flonds come, and 1Winds blew. _
" Una Eurufq, Notufqs runnt, crebergs proecliis
Africus ’

and dll beat wpon the Houfe, yet this Rock upholds it, Mat. 7. 25
. - Ooo ‘ When
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When Heaven frowns, :and Hell gapes, wpen the E\an'ﬂ trem-
bles, and the Sea roass, even then Chrift is mlile &, tv Fxav,

*Allin all of ‘Comfortsin a nothing but Mifery: Yea, when at

laft day, the Elements fhall pafs away with fervemt beat, aud the
Eatth and all the Works in it fhall be burnt up. A poor Bolisvcr,
that then thall have Chrift in his. Arms, may fay, Here’smy

"All: And whilft he ftands on the Embers of the burat World,

clap his hands over his Head, and fay, I thaxk God I have loft
mothing.  This is the fecond particular. In all our Evils, Chrift
is all our Comfort, a Pasacea, a Cathalicon, for all Difeafes 5
and which ftill the Text, without ftretching, reacheth to, hold-
ing out Himas our general Remedy in all, both kinds and mea-
fures of our Malady : Not only a Hiding-place from the Wind,
but alfo a Covert from the Storm. There’s sefuge from Jefler and.
greater Evils for degree: Not only for a felier from the Wind,
and a Covertfrom the Seorm, which may be applicd co the Adi-
&ions of the outward Man, but alfo Rivers of water, and a
great foady Rock : Which hokls out all {wecteft refrehing, againtt
the moft languithing Thirflings and Faintings of the inwaerd
Man : So that in all both kinds and degrees, what they fay he
fpent a whole night, we may not unprofitably fpend our whole
lives in, faying, and making it good when wie have faidit, Chri-
fine meus, & omnia, My Chrilt, my All. It was he, that, when
asked by Mofes what bis Name was, anfwered, Iom, Exod. 3.14.
and added no more to tell you what he was, as leaving that to
you, to add what your defires or wants would make him, that
are fit to be fulilled, or fland in need to be relived. Iam:
But fay you, What? Even whatever you want, or whatever
in a right way you would have.Isit Grace ? Why, Iam that. Is
it Peace ? And I am that too. Isit outward Comfort and Refrcfh-

* ment? lam more than thatalfo. . Here not fo much Mowey, as

Chritt,that awfwereth all things, Ecclef, 10.19. as Chrift that ar
Jwereth all shings, whois an Hiding-place from the Wind, and a
Covert from the Storm, Rivens of waters, &c. Bctter than Crefiss
his River, which he calls oo woqv mdila 7o Gyedi.
Some of our Rivers we know, named and praifed for thirty forts

- of Fith: But thefe Rivers in the Text are fuch, as bring in all

forts of Comfort. : .

3. Yea, and full Tides of them too: For that’s the third par-
ticular. In greateft Evils, inall, Chrift is a full and perfcé De-
ferice and Refrefhiment : For it’s of bis Fulnefs that we bave sll

received,
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redeived, Johmx, 18.  that his Gifr may be like Him&lfboth fadl
and Perfelly James 1.17. Which the Comparifons here fully
hold out : For whillt in the fixt, called an Hiding-place from
she wind, he is compared to a firong and warm Roof and
Houfe, whichis Serts Te@a, In which the Man fits fully fafe
and ftill, amid@ all the moft whisking and bluftexing Winds, that
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make fuch a puffing about him, and as it were fo bid in it, that NIMD
the VVind cannot find bim ost, orblow his lealt Candle or Com 4 NI

fort out : And when in the fecond, called a Covers from the ftorns, acultavit..

or Sea-Tempelt , he therein is compared to fome Houle or Re-
ceptacle in an high Rock in the Sea, which higheft Tides or
Storms reach not3 How: fiercely doth fuch an: one hear the
Waves beat, and the Searoar about him, and yet he in Latibulo,
in his fecure Hold ? how quict doth he fit and flecp as in greateft
Calms ? The third Comparifon yet more full, when called Ria
vers of watersin o dry place. One River would argue fulnefs,
and a conftant Current too, according tothat, I 48.18. Then
tby Peace bad been as the River: But when it’s here added Rivers
in the plural Number, it exprefleth the over-flowing Bounty
and Grace of Chiift, that his Church need not fear Drought;
when like Eden, it hathfour Rivers to water it. And the laft
Compatifon as ftrong asany when called, the Shadow of a great
Rock, in aweary Land: In whicha threefold Emphalis. ‘
Firft, A Shadow : How fully contentful to the {welted Tra-
veller or Labourer, who therefore ‘fapu afterit? Job7.2. But
itmay be likea thadow of fome flender Tree, which the Light
and Heat gets through, and is wavering it felf, and fo its thade
mare unconftaat, No : Bat '
. Secondly, Of & Rock, molt firm and fpifs it felf, and there-
fore its thadow more opake and cooling. But it may be the
is but licle, and therefore the fhadvw of it cannot be grest.

And therefore, although it may refrefh the Travelles for a lie-

tle time, whilft he is in it, and nearit3 but {o as he is foon out
of it, and then never the better for it. No; and therefore
it’s added, - '

Thirdly, That it's the (hadow of a great Rock, {0 great as
will reach the weary Traveller afar off, and in which it may be
he may with much refrethment walk a great part of his way,
and it may be, all his day-long, Now fuch a Rock is our Savi-
our, and fuch and fo great is the comfortable thade of his Pro-
teGion and:Love, that it will t(c)ach a weasy Traveller to Heaven,
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even when a great way off; in. the very fhadow 6f Death, and in
the comfortable Refrigerium whercof he may walk all his
way, and all hisday-long : Unlefs he will run out of it to play
the Wantonin Sin, or the World’s Suxbine. A fourth Em-
phafis there is, thatic’s a Shade of a Rock , of a great Rock , and
that in aweary Land. But that moft properly belongs to

Fourthly, The fourth particular, That, As Chrift’s Prote-
&ion and Refrefhment is full, {oit’ fit and proper : A Remedy
fitted for the Malady, and an Help (uited to the Opportunity and
Exigence : Like the Manua of old, which, they fay, fitted every
Palat. He is the Shadow of a great Rock , and that in s weary
Land, where it is moft welcome,  Rivers of waters, but withal
in a dry Place, where mott ncedful.  An Hiding- place, but from
the VVind, which elfe would overthrow, and a Covert, but from
the Storm, which elfe would overflow all.  Chritt {o fetting off
the Beauty of his Grace with ‘a graceful Foil, and fo difpenfing
his Mercies that they may not only be great, but alfo fit and fea-
{onable ; and (o thereby he doublés his Praife, and their Comfort
byit. Whilfk the dpple of Gold isin a Pillure of Silver : Whilt
the former and Later Rain is fent down in their feafons : When
the Hungryare fed, and the Nak'ed closhed : Not as Mens favours
fometimes, which, becaufe not laid right on, pinch the Back and
prove Burdenss like a Roof in fair weather, and a Shade in
¥ Vinter, when the Sun-fhine wounld do better :* But the dry
Place here is the poor Soul, and the weary Land is the beavy ls-
den Sinner, weary of Sin and Sorrow, and thirfting and groan-
ing after Peace and Righteoufnefs 5 who could beft tell you how
welcome the Rivers of water would be to the chsfed Hars, Pfal,
¥2. 1. and the Shadow to the poor labouring Creature, thateven
pants and gapes afterit. Now fucha ©eds amd: pmyavifs, (uch
an All-(ufhcient Help and Comfort is our dear Saviour, who,
when greateft evils befal us, and all evils fall round about us, i
even then bringing in fulleft and fealonableft fupplics, is an Hi-
ding-place froms the Wind, and a-Covert from she Ssorm, as Rivers
of waters in adryplaces and as the Shadow of & great Rock in
awtary Land. And hexeby we have feen his All-fufficicncy by
what he is to us. _ :

2. In‘the {econd place we from a fecond view of the words are
to defcry his Love by what this coft him, an enduring of that
himfelf, from- which he freed us. - The Roof takes upon it the
Wind, aud the Bank the Streams,and the Rock the Sun’s forching >

: ’ that
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that the Man'may be throwded, the Land preferved, the poor
Travellerfhaded. Even thus did our dear Saviour interpofe him-
felf begyixtus and his Fathers wrath, in his own body to take
that thfuft, which elfe would for ever have fped uss the righe
Pafchal Lamb himfelffcorched and roffed in the fire for the Peo-
pleof God to fealt with 5 who for our fakes became poor, that by bis
Poverty we may be made rich, 2 Cor. 8, 9. a faithful Sxrety indeed,
who makes himfelf liable to the Dcbt, and paid it, that we may be
difcharged of it, arraigned, that we might be difmiffed, there fi-
Jent, that we might have fomething to plead, condemned, that we
.might be acquited; that Lamb of God, John 1. 29. ¢ &ipav
Ty auopTipy T .wésus. Which word and phrafe will indiffe-
rently fiznify the taking away the fin of the world by himfelf bear-
_ing the punithment ot it 5 for {0 indced by bearing our griefs he
be bath carried away owr forrows, Ua. §3. 4 the chaflifement of oxr
peace bez'nf on bims, fothat by b firipes we are bealed, verf, 5. In
what a bluftering Storm of God’s wrath fhould we have been,
blowen away by it as Chaff before the Wind, if Chrift had not
taken it upon him to fheltexus; and how had we thirfted and
fainted quite away if the fcorching heat of his Fathers wrath had
not lighted on him, and Rivers and Streams of his Blood had not
fweetly flowen from him to have revivedand refrefhed us? Our
Cure in his Wounds, our Healing in his Stripes, our Life in his
_ Deaths even he shinfts and dyes that inour greatelt heats and Job- 19. 28
firaits we might not thirfl, butlive eternally. ~ So that however 923°
our Life and Peace came tous by free gift, yet he payed dear for
it, whileft he became as the biding-place from tbe rainy-and covert.
from the florm s a5 rivers of wasers in a dry place, and the fpadow. of
& great rock in a weary land. T
And thus from the words, by what he is and hath done to us,
we have {een his Alfufficiency, and by what it cot him. we have
defcried his Bounty and Love.

" For Application, let the confideration of the firft _
Callupon usnot to reft, till we have gotten fure interelt in U 1
him, as the only all-fuffi.icnt means and. Author of our comfore: ™™ °°
and peace. If he be not our Shelter, the fironge(t Caftle or Palace
will not keepout the blalt of Gods difpleafure, nor the firongeft.
Banks we can make, an over- flaming Deluge of his wrath : which
is the reafon why, Ifa. 28. 16. comes in {o between the 15, and:
17.verfes. Though they think,that they have banked it out fo high

aud (o ftrong, that the'over flowing fiourge (hould not pafs over
to
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to them, verfl 15. yet, unlefs Godlay in Zion this' precions sried
Foundation-flone, (verf- 16.) the truth is, they are but lies that
they bave made their refuge, and its b.ut falfaod, under wiggh they
bave bid shemfelves : and the Hail will [weep away fuch a refuge,
and the waters will overflow fuch abiding-place, vexf. 17. For
Chrift only is the Covert from thé florm. 1f the fireams of his bloud
quench not our shirff, the rich man’s beft wines-and choicet
drinks will not prevent his tongue’s {corchings in Hell, and out of
the (hadow of his wings the beft other skreens will end but in she
fhadow of death in Hell's gloomy Vault, fhading, but not cooling,
dark and hot, where thefire burns, but fhines not 5 and therefore
to a Chriftian with the holy Martyr, Nowe bws Chrift, Noue bms
Chrift 5 becaufe indced none but Chrift can do all “thac hath been
fhewed in'the former particulars he doth. Some may be a means
of comfort and help trom evils, but not from greateft : Others
from fome of the greateft, but not fromall 5 or if fromall,
never fully, or not alwayes feafonably. The Bed will be teo fhort,
as the Prophet {peaks, Ifa. 28. 20. fur aman so fireteh his whole
Yength on, and the Covering too feant to wrap himfelf all over
round about with ; when Lion and Fox-skin both fewed toge-
ther will not perfe@ly fecure, the Lamb’s bloud will. I bave feen
an end to all other erfe&iam, faith the Plalmift, bus thy Command.
ment is exceeding broad, Pfil. 119.96. and his promifes in Chrift |
as broad 5 in length reaching toall out times, and in breadth to .
cover all our wants, and therefore, as St. Auftin (weetly, in finem
cum audiz, 8&c. When thou hearelt to theend, do thomw imtend
Chrift, whois not only the way, butalfo the end too; fo that
guicquid eft ubi infra fleseris, anteqmam ad Chriftum pervenias, wil
tibi aliud Sermo Divinus dicist, nifi accede, &c. Ale ugh in thy
purfuit thou fhouldft have overtaken all comfortsbefide, and as
yet falleft thort of Chrift, God hath nothing to fay to thee clfe,
but ix finem ftill up and feek, thou art not yet come to thy reft;
nor as yet lighted on that receipt that will fully and properly heal
and help all even thy greateft Maladies. Now therefore again up
dnd feck 5 and that where he may be feen in Providences, Ordi-
nances, in Word, Sacraments'; and although thy cafe be ill, af~
flicted and toffed with tempefts, feorched with beat, and fpent with
thirft, yet leave not feeking, till there you find him to be all this
i the Text, even an biding: place from the wind. So firt,as fuch,
feek him. A :
As fych when found, truftand reftand glry in him, and jm-
v prove
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prove bim. - Thou mayeft then cry alond thy Svpnket, I bape found
bim vwhom my foul loyeth 5 and that, as thefe comparifons expre(s
it,-every way happily, for Chyilt was born in Bethlebem Epbrata,
Mic. 5.2, The firlt word whereof fignificth an boxfe of bread,
and the other fruisfulnefs. There’s therefore no flarving or pi-
ning there. In chy Fathers boufe shere’s bread enough, yea and phy-
Bck enough too for every-difeale, as St. Ambrofe fully on Pfal.
$19.57. tholc words, Portio mes Domine, O Lord thou art m

jon. .And indeed a naked Chrilt is Postion enough befides all
meher Bequelts and Legacies. To this puspofe it’s worth the mark-
1ng, that Pfal. 81. 8. God feems to make way to fpeak of fome

great mateer,which he would with greedy attention have liftned .

%0 5 Hearken, O my peaple, and Iwill teftifie, O Iftael, if thou wilt
bearken nnto me, as though fome %rcat promife were to follow,
and fo there doth : but whatisit ? fee verfig,10. That there hall
be wofirange God amangft them befides him,as chough he by himfelf
were 'al‘l‘zﬁﬂicicm enough, and Abrabam’s exceeding great reward
without them. So happy every way thou are, if thou hafthim :
but more happy,if every way we could improve him : for,as God:
would have none of our partsand abilities lyc idles foneicher
would he have any thing in him, that we have intereft in,not im-=

proved.And thercfore feeing Chrift and Godlinefs are profitable for -
all things,we thould in greater and lefler wants and evils improve .

Chrift and have recourfc to him, that even to usand in our par-

ticular,whether jnward or outward biufterings and thirftings and

faintings we may find him asan biding-place from the wind, and
a couers from the florm, that thy thirfty fox) may find him rivers of
waters in that dry place, and thy tired-out fpiris, the fhadow of a
great rock in a weary land. '

This. the Application of what Chrift is to us.
For that other, what itcoft him, -
Firh, fee thy fin in the fufferings of thy Saviour : what he did
endure thou thouldt have done.  And therefore, finful foul, look
upon thy Chrift arraigned, condemned, whipt, curfed, crucifi
~ ed, and fay, all this [fhould have been. Tus O gulofa gula, &c.
" ashe faith. Drunkard, it wasthy fugred cup that made Chrift
drink Galland Vinegar. Proud haughty one, itwas thy pride,
that hung thy Saviour betmeen thieves : thy gaynefs, proud Pea-
cock, that crowned him with thorns. It was the wantounefs of
thy fle(h, that pierced thy Saviour’s with nails, and tore it wich
whips 5 and therefore when thou feeft thy Saviour’s blood ari.fc
- in
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in his wounds, let thine in an holy blufh arifc in thy face, and
fay, all this blaft and fform, which the roof endured, and all that
fcorching heat,which the rock_is beaten upon with,was procured
by my fixs, and had.not Chrift interpofed, had certainly lighted
on my perfon, and therefore I'l firft loath both.

But fecondly,the more love him,yea more than our felves,{aying
with Iguatine ¢ Vpws tuds tsodpalas, In Chrift as my finsfo
my love was cracifieds and by way of thankfulnefs though it
never be a requital, I'linterpofe my deareft right band to fave my
Head from wounding, The fervant fhall willingly put his own
body between his Mafterand the thruft, to fave his dithonour,

" who by {odoing hath himfelf faved his fou, even bybeing an bi-
ding-place from the wind, a covert from the florm, rivers of waters is
8 dryplace, the fhadow of a great rock in & weary land.

Tibi Domine Fefo
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